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told members of the South Dakota 
Guard and Army Reserve were not 
equipped with the most effective body 
armor that should be standard issue. 
Soldiers from other States have suf-
fered similar supply shortcomings. 

We attempted to address this issue in 
the supplemental appropriations and 
the regular 2004 Defense appropriations 
bill with an extra $420 million specifi-
cally to ensure that every soldier fac-
ing fire had the best body armor money 
can buy. 

The DOD promised us the problem 
would be solved by the beginning of De-
cember. As it became clear they would 
miss this deadline, we were then told it 
would be solved this January. However, 
today, 10 months after the start of the 
conflict in Iraq, we continue to hear re-
ports that Guard and Reserve per-
sonnel, as well as others, lack top-of- 
the-line body armor and other vital 
equipment. 

In a few days, another 800 South Da-
kota Guard soldiers will be sent to Iraq 
to begin a year-long deployment. They 
have volunteered to face danger on our 
behalf. We owe them and the families 
they leave behind every effort to pro-
tect them from harm. Our obligation to 
stand by Guard members and Reserv-
ists cannot and should not end once 
they return home. 

Increasingly, Guard members are fac-
ing the same bullets as full-time sol-
diers. We owe them the same commit-
ment to their health and well-being. 
That means giving them access to the 
same health care that full-time sol-
diers currently enjoy. 

Recent studies indicate now one-fifth 
of National Guard and Reserve mem-
bers lack health care when they come 
home. Last year, thanks in part to a 
bipartisan coalition of Senators, we es-
tablished a 1-year program to provide a 
significant number of our Reservists 
and their families access to TRICARE, 
the military health care system, when 
they are not on duty. Today, that same 
bipartisan coalition will introduce leg-
islation to make that coverage perma-
nent. 

Our bill would improve the readiness 
of our force and enhance the ability of 
the military to recruit and retain a 
new generation of soldiers. This legis-
lation is important because these 
troops are performing a greater share 
of the fighting than at any other time 
in decades. 

By May, 40 percent of the more than 
100,000 U.S. troops in Iraq will be Guard 
members or Reservists. Yet as we de-
pend more heavily on their service, we 
are receiving troubling signs of dis-
content and instability. 

A recent internal survey showed the 
rate of those Reservists who decide not 
to reenlist could double in just a few 
years. Just last week, LTG James R. 
Helmly, head of the Army Reserves, 
said: 

This is the first extended-duration war our 
Nation has fought with an all-volunteer 
force. We must be sensitive to that, and we 
must apply proactive, preventive measures 
to prevent a recruiting-retention crisis. 

Unless this recruiting/retention crisis 
is addressed, those losses could se-
verely undermine unit readiness and 
erode America’s national security. 

Over the weekend, America lost an-
other hero in Iraq with the death of 
SGT Kenneth Hendrickson. His death 
serves to remind us of the service and 
sacrifice of our men and women in uni-
form and what they do for their coun-
try. Their commitment to us is beyond 
question. It is time we demonstrated 
real commitment to them and their 
families as well. 

Our Guard and Reserve members 
have not failed us. We must not fail 
them. We must support our troops, not 
really with words but with action. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, will the 
Senator yield for a question? 

Mr. DASCHLE. I will be happy to 
yield for a question. 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 
Mr. REID. I see on the announcement 

of the schedule for this afternoon that 
there is an agreement that we will vote 
on another Federal judge. It is my un-
derstanding this will be the 170th judge 
we have approved in the Senate, and 
with President Bush having given an 
interim appointment for 1 year to 
Judge Pickering, the numbers are now 
170 approved by the Senate during the 
term of President Bush and only 4 who 
have not gotten approval. 

Does the Senator agree that those 
are the numbers? 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, the 
Senator from Nevada, the distinguish 
assistant Democratic leader, is right. 
That record exceeds the record of any 
predecessor in this period of time. Ob-
viously, the Bush administration has 1 
year left before the end of its term. So 
there is little doubt that they will 
probably continue to set records with 
regard to the confirmation of judges. 

I might add, this is a time when the 
Democrats were, at least for a period of 
time, actually in the majority. They 
have had good cooperation. The four 
who have not been confirmed have not 
been confirmed for good reason. Again, 
we will address the issue of greater 
numbers and more cooperation this 
afternoon, as the Senator suggests, 
with the confirmation of yet another 
judge. 

Mr. REID. If the Senator will yield 
for one final question, for those out 
there who are saying we are turning 
down President Bush’s judicial nomina-
tions, the facts are that we have ap-
proved 170 who are now or shortly will 
be sitting as judges in the Federal sys-
tem—they have been approved by the 
Senate—and we have turned down 4. 
The number then is 170 approved, 4 
turned down. Those are pretty good 
numbers; does the Senator agree? 

Mr. DASCHLE. The Senator is cor-
rect. That would be a pretty remark-
able record if this were the sports 
world, the business world, or the aca-
demic world. I was just reminded that 
100 of the 170 who were confirmed were 
confirmed under a Democratic-con-
trolled Senate. So I think we can look 
back with great satisfaction. 

I know there are some who argue we 
have not been tough enough, we have 
not been aggressive enough. But I 
think, as we have said on many occa-
sions, where we agree with the Presi-
dent, we will support him. Where we 
disagree, we have no recourse but to 
continue to raise these reservations 
and objections, especially with regard 
to lifetime appointments to the Fed-
eral bench. I thank the Senator from 
Nevada for raising the issue. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GRA-
HAM of South Carolina). The clerk will 
call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, leadership time is 
reserved. 

f 

PENSION FUNDING EQUITY ACT OF 
2003 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3108, which 
the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3108) to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 and 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to tempo-
rarily replace the 30-year Treasury rate with 
a rate based on long-term corporate bonds 
for certain pension plan funding require-
ments and other provisions, and for other 
purposes. 

Pending: 
Grassley amendment No. 2233, of a per-

fecting nature. 
Kyl amendment No. 2236 (to amendment 

No. 2233), to restrict an employer that elect-
ed an alternative deficit reduction contribu-
tion from applying for a funding waiver. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, prior to a vote in 
relationship to amendment No. 2236, 
there will be 30 minutes equally di-
vided between the chairman and rank-
ing member or their designees, with 
the initial 10 minutes under the control 
of the Senator from Arizona, Mr. KYL. 

The Senator from Minnesota. 
Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I yield 

myself 5 minutes of the manager’s time 
on this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COLEMAN. I thank the Chair. 
Mr. President, Minnesota is home to 

Northwest Airlines as well as Ispat In-
land Steel Mining Company. I rise 
today in support of the pension legisla-
tion before us and to urge my fellow 
colleagues to vote for this bill today. 

Let me be clear. This legislation is 
about protecting American workers 
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